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Despite the challenges of the pandemic, the Association remains resilient, 
united and financially sound. A decade without price increases, to either 
membership or night permits, has delivered consistent membership growth. 
But the easing of last spring’s lockdown turned the trickle of applications 
into a surge as local anglers joined the Association. Many were furloughed 
workers seeking quality fishing on a budget, others were young people 
inspired by our coaching programme, and yet more were women reassured 
by our family-friendly outlook and secure venues. By the end of last year, 
our list of members had swelled to almost 2000, the highest in living 
memory – just reward for the efforts of our volunteers and confirmation that 
today’s Association reflects the needs of local anglers.  

Last summer, in the face of mandatory social distancing, our coaching 
team still managed to deliver events introducing hundreds of young people 
and families to our sport, generating positive publicity for the Association 
and helping secure the future of angling. Building on that success, we’ve 
sought to encourage even more people to try angling by setting up a 
Women’s Fishing Group. Run by women for women, the group offers teach-
in/fish-in events, mutual support by bringing together female anglers and 
enjoys Association support through access to venues, loan of equipment 
and financial assistance.

The Association also remains committed to expanding our list of venues 
and we look to members to highlight any possibilities that may become 
available. Don’t forget, we offer a reward of £1000 to any member who 
puts us in touch with a water owner and we end up buying that fishery. 
Or if we end up renting a fishery the person who puts us in touch with the 
landowner gets free membership for as long as we rent that water.

This year, in 2021, we will be opening a new pond on the Brough 
Complex called Sandpiper, excavated during last year’s lockdown and 
now stocked with hundreds of small carp that have bred in Grebe Pool. 
Aimed at the modern coarse angler, Sandpiper will hopefully offer members 
something slightly different – a ‘dad & lad’ venue or social fishing for a 
couple of mates sharing one of the large pegs on the venue. Check out our 
social media platforms or website for news of when it’s opening.

The work continues, thanks for your support. Good luck and good 
health to you and yours in 2021.

Tight lines.

Welcome to Hull & District AA - Derek Pye
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1. No fish to be killed – all fish (including pike) must be returned. 
Removing or deliberately killing fish is a criminal offence under the 
Theft Act. The Association reports all such offences to the Police and 
if necessary to guarantee such cases are brought before the Court will 
instigate a private prosecution.

2. No fish to be transferred to, or from, other waters. It is an offence under 
the Salmon & Freshwater Fisheries Act to introduce fish without the 
necessary permission.

3. No litter of any description, including discarded tackle, is to be left. Any 
angler caught deliberately leaving litter will face a lifetime ban.

4. No angler may fish with more than 3 rods at any one time on any 
Association fishery. Fishing is only allowed from designated swims. 
Tackle must not be left in the water unattended.

5. No keepnets are to be used on any of the Association’s still-water 
fisheries other than in official matches.

6. No guns of any description to be brought onto Association fisheries. 
Dogs must be kept on a lead at all times. All dog faeces (dog poo) must 
be cleaned up immediately. Dogs must not be allowed to disturb other 
members. (This is a rule change regarding dogs).

7. No angling is permitted on any Association fishery between the hours 
of 10pm and 5am (Carlton on Trent is 10pm to 7am), except where 
the member is in possession of a night fishing permit. Members (other 
than Association bailiffs) who do not possess a night fishing permit and 
are found on any Association fishery during the hours stated (whether 
they are actually fishing or not) shall be liable to have their membership 
permit revoked, and shall face possible prosecution for trespass.

8. No fires, swimming or boating. Behave responsibly and respect other 
anglers using the fisheries. Do not damage any trees or bushes, and do 
not interfere with the wildlife. The Association takes its responsibility for 
protecting the environment very seriously and members are expected to 
conduct themselves with this in mind.

9. Follow the Country Code. Keep gates closed. Park in such a manner 

Fishery Rules
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT MEMBERS FAMILIARISE THEMSELVES WITH THESE RULESIT IS IMPORTANT THAT MEMBERS FAMILIARISE 

THEMSELVES WITH THESE RULES
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that problems are not caused to other anglers, landowners, farmers 
or members of the public. The Officers reserve the right to sanction 
the towing away, or clamping, of vehicles parked in an irresponsible 
manner. The Officers disclaim any liability for damage caused by such 
action and membership signifies acceptance of these conditions.

10. Children under 14 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.
11. Any person found to be negotiating for waters held by the Association 

shall forfeit the right of membership for life.
12. Carp & Pike Rules: Fishing for pike is only allowed between the 

1st October and 31st March. 
 Members fishing for carp or pike must be in possession of a landing net 

with arms not less than 36 inches (90cm) in length and a well-padded 
unhooking mat measuring not less than 36” x 24”(90cm x 60cm). No 
gaffs or pike gags are allowed. Carp or Pike should only be weighed 
using a commercially available sling designed for the purpose and of 
appropriate size and strength. The use of keepsacks (carp sacks) and/or 
retaining tubes is not allowed on any Association fishery. The minimum 
breaking strength of line whilst carp fishing is 12lb (5.4kg).

 When pike fishing wire traces must always be used, they must be a 
minimum of 18 inches in length and not less than 30lb (13.6kg) B.S. 
and the main line must not be less than 15lb (6.8kg) B.S. 

 If treble hooks are used with livebaits or deadbaits, they must be of 
the semi-barbed type (one barb per treble) and not larger than size 6. 
Livebaits must only be used on the venue they have been caught from 
and on the day of capture. 

 To prevent deep hooking members are expected to strike runs from pike 
immediately. Any member found leaving pike to run on the take shall 
be liable to have their membership permit revoked. 

13. Bait Boats: Remote controlled bait boats must not be used in a manner 
which interferes with, or affects, other anglers. 

 Members shall not use boats to take hookbaits into positions from which 
the chance of retrieving a hooked fish is limited, or where doing so puts 
the fish at risk of damage – i.e. placing baits into/or very close to snags, 
reed beds, etc.

 Members shall not manoeuvre a bait boat for the purpose of dropping 
baited hooks or free offerings at a greater range than they can cast.

 Any member suspected of dropping baited hooks or free offerings close 
to dangerous snags or at excessive range shall be liable to have their 
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membership permit revoked.
14. The dates for night permit holders to take guests are as follows: 1st 

November to 31st March. The Night Permit Secretary and Head Bailiff 
must be contacted prior to the visit and a charge of £10 per night is 
payable in advance.

15. All anglers fishing Grebe Pond must be in possession of a landing 
net with a minimum size of 36 inches (as per rule 12). They must also 
possess an unhooking mat. (This is a new rule).

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the Willows Club, 
Holderness Road, Hull, HU8 9AN on Monday 11th October 2021, and is 
open to all members on production of their permits.

Delegates’ Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of every month at 
the Willows Club, Holderness Road, Hull, HU8 9AN. The Association 
welcomes anyone interested in becoming a Delegate whose function would 
be to represent the membership. Please contact the Secretary or any other 
Association official.

Individual Membership is available through various local outlets (listed 
on our website), or via our website: www.hdaafishing.co.uk
• Existing members will be notified with a renewal letter.
• Membership runs from 1st January until 31st December each year.
• The membership category (Junior, Adult or Veteran) is determined by the 
applicant’s age on the 1st January of the year of membership.

a) Junior: any person under 18 years of age on January 1st.
b) Adult: any person over 18 years of age but under 65 years of age on        
January 1st.
c) Veteran: any person aged 65 or over on January 1st.
d) Veterans aged 85 years (on January 1st) or over receive free    
membership.

Information

Membership
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• The Hull & District Anglers’ Association also operate Affiliation 
Membership for clubs, providing access for matches on fisheries not 
normally available. Affiliated clubs are also given preferential bookings on 
Association fisheries, at a lower rate than non-affiliated clubs. For further 
details contact The Water Booking Secretary, Hull & DAA., PO Box 188, 
Hull, HU9 1AN. Enclose a stamped addressed envelope.

• Life Membership is also available at the cost of 14 times the adult 
permit price.
The Association operates various Night Fishing Permits:
• A Class permit covers Motorway Pond, Brickyard Pond, Tilery Lake and 
all B Class fisheries – price £200. 
• B Class permit covers No. 2 Pond, No. 3 & 4 Pond, Burshill A & B Ponds    
and Windmill Pond – price £125. 
• C Class Permit covers Hawk Pond and 6 designated swims on Grebe 
Pool – price £125.
• Osprey Permit allows holders to fish Osprey Lake and also night-fishing 
on all B Class fisheries – price £250.
• Platinum Membership covers all fisheries where night fishing is allowed. It 
includes the year’s membership of the Association and exempts the holder 
from all compulsory work parties – price £550.

All the above night permits are issued in limited numbers and regulated 
through waiting lists, which are published on the Association website. All 
cheques to be made payable to Hull & DAA. Enquiries should be directed 
to Alan Tunley, Night Permit Secretary – telephone 07855 839909 or 
write to: Hull & DAA, PO Box 188, Hull, HU9 1AN, enclosing a stamped 
addressed envelope. 
You can download an application form for a night permit from our website: 
www.hdaafishing.co.uk

Members should always carry their Membership Permit and Night 
Permit when visiting any Association fishery and be prepared to produce 
the permit when requested to do so by either an Association bailiff (on 
production of his authority) or any other member on production of their 
membership permit. Any angler found without a valid permit, issued in their 
name, or who is unable to produce such a permit to the Head Bailiff within 
14 days, shall face prosecution under the 1968 Theft Act. Any member 
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                   found lending his permit to another angler shall face immediate expulsion 

from the Association, and that other angler shall face prosecution under the 
Theft Act. The simple process of fishing, when carried out without a valid 
permit, constitutes the offence of theft. All offenders will be prosecuted.

The Association offer Match Bookings on a number of its venues. Some 
are restricted to affiliated clubs, others are open to all.
•  The River Trent at Carlton: 40 pegs available
•  The River Derwent (three venues): approx. 30 pegs at each venue
•  Aire & Calder Navigation
• Cygnet Pond at the Brough Complex: 17 pegs available

 Further details regarding match booking on Association fisheries are 
available from Paul Caygill on 07976 779983.

The Association is concerned about possible theft of fish on its fisheries. 
If you see anything suspicious please contact the Association’s head 
bailiff, Andy Hall, on 07463 806653 (taking note of the time, description 
of offender/s and their vehicle/s and, most importantly, the vehicle/s 
registration number/s), or contact the Police (0845 60 60 222). Any 
information provided will be treated in the strictest confidence and a 
substantial reward, in the event of a successful prosecution, will be paid.

Help us to protect your fishing. Do not hesitate to further inform the 
Association if you witness anyone damaging property, introducing fish, 
leaving litter, breaking rules or causing a disturbance.

Help your Association find a Fishery!
The Association is always looking to acquire additional venues, either 
to purchase or to lease. If you know of any such water – either stillwater 
or river – please contact Derek Pye on 07811 897033 or write to the 
Association at PO Box 188, Hull, HU9 1AN.
 Any member who provides information that leads the Association to 
purchase a fishery will be eligible for £1000 and free life membership. 
Any member who provides information that leads the Association to rent 
a fishery will be eligible for free membership as long as the Association 
rents that particular venue.
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The Hull & daa Fisheries
Brandesburton Ponds (combination lock)
– No 2 Pond, No 3 & 4 Pond, Burshill A Pond, Burshill B Pond    
Postcode YO25 8LX

Newport & Broomfleet Fisheries
– Motorway Pond (combination lock)    Postcode HU15 2PX
– Blue Lagoon    Postcode HU15 1RT
– Brickyard Pond (combination lock)    Postcode HU15 1RS
– Tilery Lake (combination lock)    Postcode HU15 1RS
– River Foulness    Postcode YO43 4DD

Brough Fishery Complex (combination lock)  HU15 1PJ

River Trent Fishery
– Carlton    Postcode NG23 6NR

River Derwent Fisheries
– Stamford Bridge (below bridge left bank) Postcode YO41 41BR
– Sutton on Derwent (above bridge) Postcode YO41 4DT
– Sutton on Derwent (below weir)    Postcode YO41 4DQ
– Breighton/Gunby    Postcode YO8 6DQ 
– Wressle    Postcodes YO8 6EL - YO8 6ES

Driffield Canal   Postcode YO25 8NU

River Rye
– Butterwick    Postcode YO17 6PS

River Hull    Postcode YO25 8NB

Aire & Calder Canal
Windmill Pond    Postcode DN19 7PZ

Oak Road Pond (combination lock)   Postcode HU6 7NG

Willows Pond   Postcode HU8 9AN

N.B. The postcodes below should only be used as a guide.



Page 11

The Brandesburton Ponds offer excellent fishing for various species of 
coarse fish. Situated alongside Hempholme Lane, they have easy access 
and ample parking. 
Please note: Security gates are fitted to all vehicle-access points at these 
fisheries and are permanently locked. The combination lock code is printed 
on the membership card. 

The Association owns the 
following four gravel pit 
fisheries: 

No 2 Pond is a mature gravel 
pit of about two acres holding 
a good head of sizeable roach 
and perch. The roach fishing 
tends to be at its best early 
in the year when pole-fished 
maggots can produce some 
decent sport. The water has 
seen the capture of some 
large perch in past years, with 
fish up to 3lb 10oz reported – 
you can’t go far wrong with a 
good lobworm or prawn here. 
There are also pike and eels 
present and a number of large 
carp. The paths and swims 
are regularly maintained. 
All in all, the pond offers 
good fishing in comfortable 
surroundings. In 2013, the 
venue benefitted from the 
introduction of a further 25 
high-quality, young carp 
weighing between 5-7lb.

No 3 & 4 Pond is one of the Association’s most popular fisheries. It 
currently holds around 150 carp with many over 20lb in weight (including 

Star Carr Fisheries
(Private)
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common carp), and a lake record in excess of 30lb. A recent outstanding 
catch was made by Harry Simpson landing four common carp weighing 
between 18lb and 24lb in one session.
 In October 2011 the venue received an introduction of 52 heavily-
scaled carp, averaging 8lb. These beautiful fish are already being reported in 
excess of 15lb. Stocks have further been increased in 2013 by the addition 
of 25 carp weighing between 5-7lb carp. 
 This 8-acre picturesque gravel pit is reed-lined, featuring lily beds 
and surrounded by mature trees. Association volunteers gave the venue 
a complete refurbishment in January 2012 – the result being improved 
swims, paths and parking. Every swim holds features, whether one of the 
many bars, gullies, reed beds or an overhanging tree. Multiple catches are 
regularly taken and carp are easily located if anglers take time to have a 
walk round before setting up. Bream are present in large numbers and 
regularly exceed 7lb. A small fishmeal boilie over a bed of pellets is sure to 
attract the bream into the swim and good sport can be had. Tench have 
been caught to over 9lb and an early season traditional approach can 
produce a large specimen although to be fair the tench are few in number. 
In addition numerous rudd are present and are landed to just over 2lb. It is 
not just a specialist venue though, there’s much to attract pleasure anglers 

Rob Gainer with a 
21-6 common from  
3&4 Pond caught 
in January 2020



Page 13

using pole, waggler or feeder tactics with plenty of ‘silver fish’ and perch 
providing non-stop action. Pike too are a winter favourite on this venue, 
with anglers often taking several fish in a day. There is always a chance of a 
real specimen with 20lb-plus pike present (a 30lb 4oz pike caught in 2017).
 Two on-site toilets for members are now situated between No 2 and No 
3 & 4 Pond, and between No 3 & 4 Pond and the Burshill Ponds.

Burshill A is a pond of about 1½-acres and was created and developed 
as a pleasure fishery. Unlike some of the neighbouring pits it is shallow 
and flat-bottomed, and has been heavily stocked with small fish with the 
intention of making 
the fishing easy. In 
recent years all the 
swims have been 
replaced along with the 
upgrading of paths, car 
parking, etc. and the 
site now also benefits 
from the provision of a 
members’ toilet. Over 
the winter of 2014/15 
many of the bankside 
trees, overhangs and 
rooted snags have 
been removed to 
reduce leaf-fall on the pond, increase oxygenation and make for safer 
angling. Previously the pond suffered with excessive weed growth but a 
major stocking of 350 small carp and 50 crucians in 2009 seems to have 
helped the problem. Again in 2019, the extensive beds of water-lilies were 
chemically treated to try and control their pervasive growth and this work 
will continue in future years, carried out by professional contractors. Also, 
in late 2014, some of the larger 10lb-plus carp were removed and replaced 
with a further stocking of 200 1lb-plus carp.

Burshill B is a mature, fairly shallow fishery of about 2½-acres. It is 
primarily a tench water but does contain roach, crucians, rudd, pike and a 
few carp. It becomes very weedy in summer. Early morning or evenings are 
the best times for tench fishing and those that are caught are often of a good 

A  huge 3lb 8oz crucian 
caught by Adrian Porter 

from Burshill A Pond 
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The Newport & Broomfleet fisheries

size. Tench over 5lb are common, with a specimen of 8Ib 2oz the best ever 
reported from the fishery. Since 2008 the venue has been included in our 
stocking programme with the introduction 90 tench up to 7lb 12oz, several 
hundred crucian carp, large numbers of rudd and small carp, plus a further 
400 small tench to just under 1lb.
 This is another fishery which has received a major facelift. Recently all 
the swims have been renewed and an extra swim added. A new footpath 
was also created allowing easy access around the venue, along with better 
road access and improved car-parking with toilet facilities provided in the 
main car park. In 2014, to further boost stocks, the venue benefitted from 
the introduction of 27 tench, weighing between 4lb and 6lb, with more to 
come as they become available. 

Motorway Pond is an 
attractive, mature sand/
clay pit of just over 
18 acres, situated in 
Newport. Access is via 
Thimblehall Lane or 
Canalside West. Good 
parking is available, but 
do not obstruct access 
or block the access 
road alongside the M62 
when parking. There 
is a security gate fitted 
to a large parking area 
next to the toilet just off 
Thimblehall Lane. The 
southern bank of the 

Ellie May Dale with a fine 
male tench caught from 

Motorway Pond - part of a 
brace she caught last year 

on the 14th June 



Page 15

fishery is a public footpath and angling 
is prohibited along the section next to 
the houses. The site is an important 
wildlife area with interesting birds and 
flora. Do not damage the habitat or 
interfere with the waterfowl in any 
way. Night fishing is only allowed with 
a special permit and carp must not be 
kept in sacks. Keepnets are also not 
allowed. Immediately telephone the 
Association or the Police if anyone 
is seen on this, or any other fishery, 
acting suspiciously – e.g. with guns, 
removing fish, lighting fires (but bear 
in mind the Association have a licence 
to scare/shoot cormorants at the 
Brough Complex). 
 The fishery holds several different 
species and has a reputation for big 
fish. It produced the Yorkshire carp 
record of 42lb 3oz in 1999. There are 
also some fine tench, bream and pike. 

Secure 
Parking
inside 
fence 

The Association registrar, 
Andy Wilkinson, with a 

16lb pike from Motorway 
caught in January 2020 
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The water has produced a number of 20lb-plus pike to just over 30lb, as 
well as rudd and perch. There are also a few large wels catfish. Although 
once generally fished by specialist anglers in search of bigger fish, recent 
years have seen many more pleasure anglers searching out the increasing 
stocks of bream, tench and silver fish. Location is the key to success in this 
interesting water with many different underwater features and snags.
 Over the winter of 2013/14, the venue was enclosed within an anti-otter 
fence and many of the swims are now accessed by gates which MUST be 
closed and locked on entry and exit. In recent years carp to 36lb-plus have 
been landed, with several different fish going over 30lb.
 As part of the Association’s comprehensive restocking programme, 
between 2009 and 2019 Motorway Pond has seen almost 300 carp 
between 6lb and 16lb introduced from highly-reputable breeders. These 
young fish are growing well with plenty now weighing in excess of 20lb.

In the past there has 
been the odd car damaged 
when parked overnight on 
Canalside West, opposite 
the public footpath (to gain 
access to the swim known 
as Pads). The Association 
recommends that you do not 
leave your vehicle parked 
in that spot overnight. The 
best solution is probably to 
use the parking area further 
along the road, situated in 
the Nature Area, and barrow 
tackle to the Pads swim.

Brickyard Pond has 
produced in the past bream 
over 13lb, roach and rudd 
over 1¾lb, carp in excess 
of 40lb and pike over 20lb. 
It is a very old and mature 
clay pit, surrounded by trees. 
Consequently there is a thick 

BROOMFLEET PONDS
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bed of silt over much of the bottom. The pond is split down the middle by 
a band of reeds although fish can migrate between the two areas. Depths 
fall off quickly from the margins and are generally between 10 and 15ft. 
There are two sunken roads, about 10ft wide, created during the excavation 
of the clay, which have little or no silt on them. They are around 7ft below 
the surface. There are also some clay features and bars in the second pond. 
In recent years several work parties have resulted in vast improvements to 
the fishing stances and paths. Ongoing maintenance aims to ensure that 
this fishery will continue to develop. Over the winters of 2010 and 2011 
an additional 35 young, fast-growing carp averaging 8lb were introduced 
bringing the stock up to around 40 fish at the time. Again, in late 2014, the 
venue benefitted from the introduction of a further 22 carp weighing 6-8lb.
 Access is via Broomfleet village, past Blue Lagoon and along the road 
adjacent to the Canal. Cross over the Canal bridge and turn immediately 
left. Do not drive towards the brick factory under any circumstances or use 
this private road as access to Tilery Lake. Security gates are fitted at the 
entrance to this site and the combination lock number is printed on the 
permit. Members must ensure the gate is locked after entering and leaving. 
After entry through the gate drive to the end of the track (with the Canal on 
the left and a pond with submerged trees on your right). 
ANYONE LEAVING LITTER WILL BE BANNED FOR LIFE.
 
Blue Lagoon Pond is situated at Broomfleet Landing and is a popular 
water of about 2-acres. This old clay pit has depths of around 8-12ft, with 
bottom weed sometimes causing problems during the summer. The main 
interest is tench and bream with occasional large catches being made, 
particularly early in the season. Roach, perch (some over 2lb) and eels are 
also present, along with some decent-sized pike. A major face-lift of the 
venue was undertaken over the winter of 2008/09. Now a high-quality 
path surrounds the pond, all the pegs have been renewed and now provide 
comfortable fishing, with the two swims adjacent to the car park suitable 
for disabled anglers. The previous flooding problem from the canal, 
caused by a badly fitting non-return flap, has also been rectified. Following 
considerable effort and representation by the Association, the overhead 
power lines have now been removed. Night fishing is not allowed at this 
venue. Also, please exercise discretion when fishing near the bungalows, so 
as not to disturb residents. Do not park on the road or cause an obstruction 
– ample parking is available at this venue.
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Tilery Lake still has restrictions placed on its access due to ongoing clay 
excavation on the adjoining land and the safety considerations imposed as 
a consequence. This has necessitated making the reduced bank space and 
access available only to Class A night permit holders.  
 The original stocking of carp took place at this venue in 1982 and 
many of those carp were very old when they were transferred from 
the Brandesburton ponds. A further stocking took place in about 1994 
with 90 fish averaging about 5lb – half being mirror carp and half being 
common carp. The mirrors appeared to be a different strain and grew 
considerably faster than commons. Natural mortalities over the years have 
almost certainly resulted in none of the original carp still being alive, and 
undoubtedly some of the 1994 stocking will have also died from natural 
causes. A number of carp also grew legs – a euphemism for being stolen! So 
to partially compensate for this the Associated introduced 40 fast growing 
carp, average 8lb, from a highly-reputable source in 2011. Unfortunately, 
otters are regular visitors to the this large complex of fisheries at Broomfleet 

One of a number of winter tench over 6lb caught from Tilery by the president 
and his friend, Bob Goodison, using red maggots with a feeder at long range
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and undoubtedly have killed some of the carp in Tilery and Brickyard. 
Nevertheless, a number of carp have been observed in Tilery by different 
anglers in recent years (some may even have been caught), so certainly 
they are still present. Definitely a challenging fishery.
        Class A night permit holders only have access to a very limited number 
of swims at Tilery (8 in total). The swim booking system previously used has 
ceased and Class A night permit holders can go as and when they please, 
and there is now no restriction on the number of consecutive days anglers 
can fish. Permit holders take their chance as to what swims are available – a 
clue may be how many cars are present in the Brickyard car park.
 Access to Tilery is the same as Brickyard Pond via Broomfleet village, 
past Blue Lagoon and along the road adjacent to the Canal. Cross over the 
bridge and turn immediately left (and enter through the locked gate). Under 
no circumstances must any member venture along the private road adjacent 
to the factory or enter the factory premises. Do not drive towards the brick 
factory under any circumstances or use this private road as access to Tilery 
Lake. The previous private access to Tilery via the Flaxfleet Road is now 
strictly out of bounds. Under no circumstances should H&DAA members 
enter Danny Nalton’s fishery which is adjacent to Brickyard Pond (unless, of 
course, you are a member of Danny’s syndicate or have permission).

THE RIVER FOULNESS is a tributary of the Market Weighton Canal. 
The stretch available, on the north bank, near Hasholme Grange Farm, 

Photo: Jonathan Thacker
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downstream for about a mile, offers some reasonable early-season tench 
and bream fishing. During the summer the weed can be a problem, but 
sport can be had by fishing the clearer areas or dragging a swim. In winter 
double-figure pike have been reported as well as some decent-sized perch, 
but again, like the Canal, the best results usually occur during periods of dry, 
mild weather. Like the main Canal there can be problems in the autumn 
when the Drainage Board cut the weed and this sometimes takes several 
weeks to be completely flushed out into the Humber.
 Access is via Thimblehall Lane in Newport. Cross over the M62 
motorway and turn left at the T-junction. Take the first right. This leads onto 
a farm track. Go past the farm and proceed to the bridge over the river.
As on all fisheries park in a responsible manner. Remember the 
farmer may need plenty of room for his vehicles and access to his 
fields.

DRIFFIELD CANAL. This pretty waterway is about four miles in length 
with the main fishing area centred around the village of Wansford. Access 
to most of the Canal is easy as it runs alongside the B1249 Driffield to 
North Frodingham road. There is good parking in Wansford village where 
there are purpose-built fishing stances for anglers with disabilities. Parking 
elsewhere can be more difficult, although parking on the grass verge is 
possible in places. The Canal holds small stocks of trout (some big ones), 
roach, perch, bream and pike – there has also been the odd carp seen in 
the past. In places the Canal is badly silted and when the water level is low 
it can be reduced to not much more than a trickle. For most of the year the 
water is very clear which can makes locating some fish not too difficult, but 
in the summer this allows profuse weed growth. The Association is running 
the fishery in conjunction with the East Riding Fisheries Consultative.
 This is an Association members-only water. No day tickets. Angling is 
not permitted at the Canal Head in Driffield.

DO NOT LEAVE LITTER
THE ASSOCIATION BANNED TWO MEMBERS FOR LIFE 
RECENTLY FOR LEAVING LITTER AT OUR FISHERIES
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The Brough Fishery Complex

Since purchasing the 
former British Aerospace 
pond complex, the 
Association has spent many 
thousands of pounds on its 
development. Additionally, 
a small number of members 
have given many thousands 
of hour’s volunteer-labour 
to the project. Now, finally 
completed, the original 
complex and further land 
joining the complex provides 
six separate fisheries offering 
the membership a range of 
angling experiences.

Kingfisher Pond is a tailor-made pond, developed primarily as a venue 
for our junior members as well as a training facility for the Association’s 
qualified angling coaches. With the ‘After-School Angling’ programme and 
induction courses for young people, we hope to create the next generation 
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of anglers. The pond is well stocked with a mixture of nearly all species, 
including 450 8oz carp stocked in October 2012. The pond is open to all 
members and has excellent access close to a car parking area.

Hawk Pond is a 5-acre pond that was formed when the ‘arm’ across the 
main lake was extended. This provides for full vehicle access around the 
venue and parking next to the pegs, thereby eliminating the need to carry 
tackle long distances. The venue contains stocks of mainly tench and carp, 
plus some bream, roach, rudd, perch, pike and eels. Regular stockings of 
tench, bream, roach and small carp have taken place since 2004, including 
over 1600 small carp to 1lb and 70 good-size tench in October 2012.
 In 2014, the previously rampant Canadian pondweed was wiped out 
by the ingress of salt water from the Humber tidal surge. The lack of weed 
encouraged members back to the fishery, resulting in many captures of 
good-sized tench and carp, and other species. Lots of tench in excess of 
6lb have been caught, although undoubtedly there are many recaptures. 
Likewise, big carp have also graced members’ nets, many over 20lb 
including a recent mirror carp of 30lb to Daniel Taylor in October 2020, and 
a common carp weighing 38lb a few years ago being the best so far.

Steve Dixon with a 
big tench from Hawk 
Pond, caught along 
with an 8lb bream
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Osprey Lake is the largest lake on the complex at about 17 acres in size. 
It has been developed as a big carp water. Access to this venue is only 
available to holders of a special Osprey Permit, which is managed through 
a waiting list. You can download an application form from our website and 
apply to be included on the waiting list. The venue continues to go from 
strength to strength and now contains a good number of carp over 30lb with 
several exceeding 35lb-plus.

Avocet Pool is a 1½ acre pond on the east bank of the complex. It was 
purposely designed as a flat-bottomed venue, with islands and plateaux, 
to offer something of a challenge to members who favour a float-fishing 
approach. Swims are along the eastern side only, with adjacent parking. 
The pond holds large numbers of crucian carp, tench and many rudd, along 
with 330 carp to 1lb introduced in October 2012. In 2018 Avocet received 
further fish, including 72lb of 1-3lb tench and 25lb of quality roach.

Cygnet Pond is a long, narrow one-acre pond with 17 evenly-spaced 
swims, a consistent 2½ metre depth and an average 15 metre width. It has 
been developed as a pleasure/match venue, suitable for pole and general 

Fisheries officer Derek Pye 
with a 37lb-plus common 
caught from Osprey Lake
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float fishing. The initial stock consists of several thousand small carp and 
roach, but also includes rudd, bream, crucians and some good-size tench. 
As with all the Brough venues, there is full road access to all swims, ample 
parking and toilet facilities close by. During 2017 and 2018 Cygnet received 
considerable additional stock, including 2000 small carp that now weigh 
between 1-2lb, 290lb of 2-5lb tench, 80lb of 3-4lb bream and 80lb of 
quality roach (8oz -12oz).

Grebe Pool was stocked in April 2013 with 400 carp which now average 
over 10lb, with fish over 20lb having been caught. Beneath Grebe’s 3½ 
acres of water there are many bars, gullies and plateaux to offer interesting 
fishing from 15 large swims all situated on the central promontory. The 
original carp have spawned since their introduction and so the fishery now 
contains carp of all sizes.
 The fishery’s design allows for full vehicle access and swim-side parking, 
and the pond has an on-site toilet. Grebe is open to all members between 
5am to 10pm. Additionally, there is limited night fishing from six designated 
swims, via a special permit. Contact the night permit secretary fro details.

Sandpiper Pond was excavated during the 2020 lockdown and was 
designed and project managed by our fisheries officer, Derek Pye, using our 
usual contractor, DH Turner of Brandesburton. Aimed at the angler used 
to fishing heavily-stocked, commercial-
type venues, the 0.6 acre pond has had 
several hundred small carp of ½lb to 
2lb introduced, plus a small number of 
larger specimens just into double figures. 
Development work continued during 
winter 2020 with the creation of pegs, 
paths and car parking before opening 
to members in spring 2021. The fishery 
is a work in progress so there will be 
further stocking of fish as they become 
available.  

Member Gary Young with one of the many 
small carp he has transferred from Grebe 
Pool to the new Sandpiper Pond in 2020
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River Trent Fishery

Car Park
Limit of fishing

Start of 
fishing

CARLTON ON TRENT is one of The Associations’s more distant 
waters, situated on the tidal Trent just north of Newark, close to the A1. 
Approximately ¾ of a mile long, the venue is typical of the tidal Trent. 
Situated on the outside of a sweeping bend, the bank is reinforced with 
rocks but there are a handful of very comfortable swims along the length. In 
common with much of the River Trent nowadays, match fishing hardly ever 
take place on this stretch, and where the river once ran heavily coloured 
and there were hordes of small fish to be caught, the water usually runs 
very clear and the now larger chub, bream and roach are harder to tempt. 
As is well known the Trent has become a tremendous barbel fishery and 
our stretch has plenty of these hard-fighting fish in the 5lb to 10lb bracket, 
with specimens over 12lb caught most seasons. The largest reported to the 
Association from this stretch is 14lb. Chub have been reported over 7lb with 
an occasional big bream. Zander and pike are also present. The river here is 
affected by the tide so the height and flow can change during the day. Tide 
tables can be found on the internet but you will need to add roughly 4½ 
hours from the information given for Goole.
 Access is through Carlton village (signposted on the A1 prior to 
Newark), past the ‘windmill’ house, through the metal gate (WHICH 
MUST BE KEPT CLOSED AT ALL TIMES) and vehicles MUST be left 
in either of the two designated parking area just off the floodbank track. 
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NO PARKING IN OR ACCESS TO THE FIELDS. DO NOT 
OBSTRUCT THE FLOODBANK UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. 
 NO NIGHT FISHING ALLOWED EXCEPT THROUGH LIMITED 
PRIOR ARRANGEMENT – THAT WILL INCLUDE WRITTEN 
PERMISSION FROM THE NIGHT PERMIT SECRETARY.
 Night time is designated as 10pm to 7am on this venue. 
Access to the Carlton fishery can only take place after 7am or 
before 10pm.

Stamford Bridge – The Association recently purchased the fishing 
rights to this 155 metre stretch of the Derwent. The length covers the field 
downstream of the public car park that is situated next to the road bridge, 
on the left bank looking downstream. The pegs adjacent to the car park are 
council owned and are free fishing – our fishing is below this and notices 
are in place. Vehicles can be parked in the public car park and access is via 
a public right of way that runs along the top of the bank next to the river. 
This stretch is one of the best on the Derwent, offering excellent sport with 
chub, roach and some barbel, particularly early season after the fish have 
migrated upstream to spawn. Towards the end of the season there can be 
some decent pike fishing to be enjoyed.

The River Derwent Fisheries

Andy Wilkinson with 
one of several barbel 
he caught in 2020 on 
our new stretch at 
Stamford Bridge
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Sutton on Derwent (above road bridge) – Left bank looking upstream 
from the road bridge for about one mile to Elvington Water Treatment 
Works. Access is to the left of the blacksmith’s workshop, and over a stile. 
Nearby parking is a bit of a problem and members are asked to use their 
commonsense. There is space for a couple of vehicles on the opposite 
side of the road to the entrance to the blacksmith’s, next to the bridge. 
Alternatively, you can drive over the bridge, past the traffic lights, on the 
main road into Elvington, and park on the roadside. Cattle are often in the 
field and an electric fence runs the full length of the stretch. Do not disturb 
the electric fence and please report any problems with the fence. There have 
been several fishing platforms built recently near the entrance to the fishery.

This section of the river is known to fish best during the winter months 
when large numbers of fish, particularly roach, usually migrate to the deeper 
water above the weir and use the boats for cover from the cormorants.

Sutton on Derwent (below weir) – This is the stretch that was previously 
owned jointly by the Leeds and York Associations. Available access allows 
for about 1½-miles of fishing downstream from the lower end of the weir. 
An access map is available on our website. Species present are typical of 
the lower Derwent – 
chub, roach, perch, 
flatties, eels, bleak, 
the odd barbel 
and trout, with the 
weir area known 
as a decent winter 
pike fishery. Good 
results with the 
chub and pike have 
been obtained by 
adopting a roving 
approach. Parking 
may be available 
in the church car 
park although the 
Association have no 
formal agreement 
for this.
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Breighton & Gunby – Approximately ¾-mile on the east bank (left bank 
looking downstream). Access is at Gunby, via the path through the wood 
on the old railway track. It extends from the old bridge downstream to the 
fence, just upstream of the Breighton launch public house.

Wressle – Both banks between Wressle and Loftsome Bridge. On its day 
it offers reasonable fishing for roach and dace, with an occasional decent 
perch. Bream and chub in the deeper runs. Access is along the A63, past 
Howden, via the old road, on the east side of Loftsome Bridge, or down the  
short lane by the church in Wressle.

The River Rye is a tributary of the River Derwent. It is a small, fast-flowing 
stream with lots of features such as bends, overhanging bushes, deep pools,  
glides, streamy water, etc., which lend themselves to a wide variety of 
fishing tactics. It holds chub, dace, roach, perch, grayling, gudgeon, trout, 
pike and the odd barbel – although please be aware that actual numbers of 
fish are on the low side. It is quite possible to spend a whole day fishing this 
fishery without seeing another person, but there is an abundance of wildlife.

Butterwick covers approximately ¾-mile on the right bank, looking 
downstream from the bridge (the field belonging to the house next to the 
bridge is not included in our fishing). The Association has owned the fishing 
rights to this stretch since 1973. If anyone challenges you about access 
or the fishing rights, please ask them to contact the president on 07817 
944349 or the fishery officer on 07811 897033. You absolutely must not 
take family members or friends. It is strictly members only.
 From the B1257 Malton to Helmsley road, take the right turn in 
Barton-le-Street. Follow this road for about 2½-miles to Butterwick village. 
Access is down Boynton Lane (park on the lane verge without blocking 
resident or farm access) and enter on the left side of Boynton Lane via the 
drive belonging to the house as shown on the map. Walk through the drive 
keeping well away from the house and outbuildings (do not disturb the 
residents in any way), and into the open field beyond. The river bank is 
very overgrown in places and it may be advisable to take a handsaw to trim 
branches to gain access to some spots.
 The river is narrow and varies between shallow riffles and deeper pools. 
The main species are trout, grayling, dace, chub, an odd roach and a very 
occasional barbel which have been stocked in recent years. 
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River Hull
The Association holds the lease to the fishing rights for two stretches of the 
River Hull at Bethell’s Bridge. The first stretch extends from the Association 
sign downstream of the house below the bridge (right bank looking 
downstream) to the gate immediately upstream of Hempholme Pumping 
Station – this agreement also covers a short length of Scurf Dyke. Signs 
showing the extent of the fishing have been erected. Do not fish in front 
of the house at the bridge.
 The other stretch starts upstream on the same west bank (left bank 
looking upstream from Bethell’s bridge) and commences after the second 
gate (see notice board). It extends approximately 550 metres to where the 
other Association’s notice board is located, near to the confluence with West 
Beck (where the river splits).
 Do not cause any nuisance to any of the boat owners or fish from their 
boats or occupied moorings, unless specifically invited to do so. Excellent 
parking is available over the bridge, on the left hand side, behind the house. 
The parking is signposted.
 This is predominantly a winter fishery and good catches or roach, ide, 
and pike are regularly taken. Bream, dace, rudd plus some big perch and 
chub are also present. It tends to be very weedy in summer.
 We can assure members that as long as they adhere to the above rules 
they are in compliance with the conditions of our lease and have the full 
authority of the owner of the land and fishing rights.
 We have had 
reports of fish being 
caught and killed 
(especially pike). If 
you observe any 
suspicious incidents 
please make a 
note of vehicle 
numbers and report 
the details to the 
head bailiff as soon 
as possible. His 
telephone number is 
on page 2.

Bethell’s Bridge 
expert Colin Hebb 
with a 5lb 4oz chub
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The Crown, Holderness Rd
Hull  HU9 3DS

www. hullanglingcentre.co.uk
email: sales@hullanglingcentre.co.uk

Call us on: 01482 374201%

H&DAA members 10% off all excluding fresh bait

 
  H H Young & Sons 

33 SANER STREET - HULL - HU3 2TR
Phone: 01482 224845
Mobile: 07812 713090

�  Auto Repairs
�  Servicing
�  MOT Tests

Preferential rates for H&DAA members
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Aire &Calder Naviagtion
The Association is a member of the Boothferry Aire & Calder Joint Canal 
Committee. That means that all H&DAA members can fish the venue 
without the need to purchase any other permit or day ticket (just show your 
H&DAA membership permit to any bailiff on the bank).
 The arrangement covers a 12 mile stretch of Canal from Goole to 
Great Heck which offers superb sport from late-spring to mid-autumn along 
its entire length with catches of 10lb-plus a regular occurrence. However, 
favoured spots are Rawcliffe Bridge, which is accessed down the track 
leading to Sugar Mill ponds; New Bridge where the A164 crosses the 
canal; Beevers Bridge where the track to Southfield Reservoir runs 
alongside the canal, meaning that anglers can park behind their pegs; 
Pollington, particularly the stretch between Crowcroft Bridge and the Lock; 
and Great Heck which is a very good early season stretch and where 
there are two access points both with good car-parking facilities but on no 
account should cars be driven along the bank behind the pegs.
 During 2008 permanent concrete angling stances were installed at 
New Bridge, Pollington and Great Heck to add to those installed at Beevers 
Bridge some years previously. This makes the venue very ‘angler friendly’. 
On the Beevers Bridge section a gate has been installed at Beevers Road. 
The code is 10606. When using the Sugar Mills Pond Nature 

Brian Skoyles enjoying 
some perch sport whilst 
light lure fishing on the 

Aire & Calder Canal
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A crucian carp caught from 
Oak Road Pond by Mike Lee

Oak Road Pond
Oak Road Pond lies within the playing fields and park area at the end of 
Beresford Avenue, Hull. In 2013, H&DAA entered into an agreement with 
Hull City Council to renovate and manage the facility. 

Fishing is open to all H&DAA members or holders of a day-ticket. 
The pond contains various coarse fish including rudd, perch, crucian carp, 
bream and some tench. It has been developed as a general fishery for 
anglers of all abilities and with the particular aim of providing a good local 
fishery for people living in the Hull area. It will also be used as a venue to 
host coaching sessions for younger anglers, which could mean that there is 
restricted access on certain days.

Details of any events will be displayed on the notice board at the pond, 
along with the fishery rules which are similar to those applying to other 
H&DAA venues, except that fishing is restricted to the hours 7am to 9pm. 
Disability blue badge holders may be permitted to drive to the pond side 
(if there is a Park Ranger on hand to open the barrier), but everyone else 
must leave their car in the 
car park and walk to the 
pond, which can be found 
by following the path toward 
the large wind turbine. 
Non-Association members 
can purchase day tickets – 
details on our website.

Reserve access please note the gate is open at 7am and closed at 
dusk.
 The Canal has an average depth of 3-4 metres in the boat channel 
(which can be quite close to the bank), although it has shallower lengths 
at Rawcliffe Bridge and Great Heck, and is anything up to 40 metres wide. 
The water is either stationary or flowing gently towards Goole, but it can 
stop or even run back the other way due to lock usage.
 The predominant species are roach and perch, but gudgeon, bream, 
chub and bleak are also present. Matches can be booked on any stretches of 
the canal (contact Paul Caygill on 07976 779983.
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After considerable work by volunteers and significant investment by the 
Association, Windmill Pond is now returning to its former glory. The stocked 
carp have grown at an excellent rate and the infrastructure of the venue is of 
a higher quality than before the disastrous tidal surge. Now enclosed within 
an otter-proof fence, swims have been rebuilt and the access road has been 
upgraded – providing vehicle access and swim-side parking to nine of the 
ten swims. Repairs have been made to the site toilet and the fast growing 
carp are being caught 
to well over 20lb. It 
probably won’t be long 
before someone lands a 
30-pounder. Members 
interested in winter carp 
fishing could do worse 
than make a trip across 
to Windmill Pond – 
which was always a very 
productive carp venue in 
the cold weather when 
our north-bank fisheries 
become inconsistent. 

Windmill Pond

Pump
Station

Level
crossing

Windmill 
Pond

A winter carp for 
Rob Sheperdson 
from Windmill
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Willows Pond

In late 2016 we signed a 10-year agreement to refurbish and run the fishing 
on Willows Pond – and our volunteers spent two full weekends clearing 
rubbish and accumulated mess. We then replaced the old, dangerous 
platforms with wood-framed, wood-chipped filled pegs and we also 
increased security with extra layers of barbed wire to the perimeter wall and 
installed a 2.4m steel fence and lockable 
gate. 

The project has received excellent 
feedback from officials and members of 
Willows Club, and Association members 
are now able to fish it. Last summer 
the venue was also used to host part of 
our most successful summer of junior 
coaching ever, and helped to generated 
an increase in Association membership.  

Willows contains good numbers of 
fish including tench, rudd, bream and 
carp. Fishing on the venue is open to 
Association members and members of 
Willows Social Club Angling Section 
– with all anglers fishing under the 
H&DAA fishery rules, including a 2-rod 
maximum and a ban on the use of 
keepnets outside of official matches. 

Following the death of a small 
number of fish, due to low oxygen 
levels, a splash aerator has now been 
installed and will be run for several 
hours each morning in the summer to 
improve conditions.

We would welcome the involvement 
of any members willing to become 
bailiffs and make regular visits to 
Willows Pond. Anyone interested should 
contact Head Bailiff Andy Hall on 
07463 806653 for details.

Above: The invaluable splash 
aerator in action at Willows Pond

A Willows 
goldfish for
Evie Shields
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Fishery Officer’s Report - Derek Pye

Last winter, work parties began at Windmill Pond across at New Holland. 
After major redevelopment and improvement several years ago, only 
general maintenance was required – clearing vegetation, wood-chipping 
swims and reinstating a clear path around the otter-fence. Volunteers 
then moved on to Willows Pond for more of the same – swim repairs, 
wood-chipping, adding more barbed-wire to the perimeter and clearing 
accumulated rubbish. Brough, as usual, demanded several days work 
for the team – painting cabins and toilets, swim repairs, pruning trees, 
etc., plus repairs to the entrance road and roping off the smaller ponds to 
deter cormorants. Blue Lagoon came next, where for the second winter 
running volunteers completed a long list of jobs bringing the venue back 
to fishable condition. These included clearing and wood-chipping swims, 
and removing overhanging branches to improve access around the pond. 
We also identified several very large boughs overhanging the parking area 
and the adjacent road. After a meeting to discuss safety issues, a small 
team of experienced volunteers returned to make everything safe. Amongst 
the many talented volunteers 
attending our work days is Craig 
Davis, a fully-qualified tree 
surgeon who is highly skilled 
in safe felling and removal of 
branches that could threaten 
member’s property or safety. 
Without the skills of members such 
as Craig, the Association would 
have to spend large sums on 
qualified contractors to ensure this 
necessary work is completed. 

Each year we hold 
compulsory work parties at 
Brandesburton, Motorway Pond 
and Brough where members 
who hold night permits, attend 

Craig Davis expertly removing 
dangerous branches at Blue Lagoon
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as part of the cost of their 
permits. Last February, we 
held a full weekend event 
at Brandesburton, where 
along with the general 
maintenance, we replaced a 
gate on No. 3 Pond, removed 
several overhanging branches 
to improve access, thereby 
ensuring the complex remains 
in excellent condition. 
Motorway was much the 
same, with a path cleared 
around the otter fence to 
enable regular inspections 
and removal of a couple of 
fallen trees. One had fallen in 
the water in the back-bay and 
the other on the otter fence 
itself, which thankfully held 
up very well and required 
only a minor repair. 

Our regular work days 
are usually completed by 
early April as members want to start fishing as the weather improves. 
However, a small team comprising Paul Caygill, Kevin Clifford and 
myself visited our new river stretch at Stamford Bridge in May to remove 
some fallen trees that had come down in the winter floods. They were 
compromising one of our new platforms and as such were dangerous. 
Then, in late August, a very large willow tree fell into Willows Pond. It was 
a real testament to the commitment of our superb team that within an hour 
of making calls and texts, 14 volunteers had agreed to attend the following 
morning. They worked a hard seven-hour stint in very poor conditions, but, 
by the end of the day, the tree had been removed, cut up and the pond was 
fully fishable again.

When I read the occasional critical post on our forum or social media, 
I can only reflect that those criticising rarely put themselves out and turn up 
at work parties. They have no concept of the commitment and efforts of 

Marney McGowan risks a soaking during the 
removal of a fallen tree at Motorway Pond 
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our volunteers, and those in other clubs and associations, or the thousands 
of pounds they save for the Association each year – money which, if spent 
with outside contractors, would result in a significant increase in the cost of 
membership. 

The dates of this winter’s work parties are published elsewhere in this 
booklet. Everyone is welcome to come along whatever their age or abilities 
– there are jobs to suit every volunteer. Why not come along and make 
your contribution? To hijack a famous speech: ‘Ask not what your angling 
association does for you, but what you can do for your association’.

As mentioned last year, we continue to prioritise the reduction of 
weed-growth in our stillwaters. The Association again invested heavily in 
the purchase of Dyofix, making the first applications in early April, during 
the pandemic lockdown. Hawk Pond at Brough had seen a resurgence of 
weed-growth during 2019, but following treatment in the spring, the weed 
was very significantly reduced this year, improving members fishing. Also 
at Brough, Cygnet and Avocet benefitted from applications of Dyofix, 
ensuring the weed was less in evidence and resulting in more members 
fishing the venues than previously. Dyofix was also applied to Oak Road 
Pond and again the weed growth was severely curtailed until very late in 
the summer when it gradually reappeared, though not adversely affecting 
the fishing. Our plan to continue the treatment of the lilies at Motorway and 
Burshill A ponds fell foul of the weather. Unfortunately, on the dates when 
the contractor was available it coincided with high winds making treatment 
impossible. However, we will be again back in the spring hoping to reduce 
coverage and improve fishing for members. 

We have a permanent order with several suppliers for good-size, quality 
tench and bream for stocking and for this winter I have also added crucian 
carp to the list. If these become available there are several venues that 
would benefit from their introduction. Hopefully, by the spring we will have 
invested more Association capital in improving sport on our stillwaters. 

Following the purchase of a stretch of the River Derwent at Stamford 
Bridge, last winter, with the support of the EA, we invested further to install 
seven permanent pegs, including steps and handrails to ensure the comfort 
and safety of members targeting the stretch. We have received almost 
universally positive feedback from members regarding both the fishing and 
the new pegs, and I am happy to report that we are actively seeking further 
good quality river stretches to add to the Association’s portfolio of venues. 

We are constantly on the lookout for new stillwaters that we can acquire 
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and develop to increase members’ fishing options (see the notice on page 
eight). Unfortunately, despite several trips out last year to view possibilities, 
nothing went beyond the inquiry stage. However, we remain confident that 
something will turn up and keep the Association’s forward momentum and 
growth going. To this end, we took advantage of the lockdown last spring to 
employ contractors to transform the overgrown stock pond area at Brough 
into a new fishing pond. It took six weeks and considerable funds, but we 
have ended up with a 0.6-acre pond, a wider access road along Osprey 
Lake, and a high-quality fence to improve safety for members driving 
around that area of the site. The new pond has been named Sandpiper and 
will receive further investment in the near future. A series of work parties 
in winter 2020 created car parking, paths, and pegs. Member Gary Young 
spent last summer catching hundreds of small carp that had bred naturally 
in Grebe Pool and transferring them across to the new pond.

We hope Sandpiper will offer something a little different to the other 
Brough venues. We fed the fish stock in Sandpiper, along with the other 
Brough venues, during the winter 2020 and will seek members’ feedback 
when the pond opens for fishing in spring 2021. 

The new addition to the Brough Complex, Sandpiper, 
with work taking place to complete the concrete fence
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Treasurer’s Report - Mike Jubb

I think it’s fair to say that since the last AGM we’ve been subjected to some 
very strange times. Nevertheless, once again the usual expenditures have 
ended up making their dent into the Association’s bank balance.

As always, venue rents, administration costs, stocking, website fees, 
insurance, maintenance and development work, and the upkeep of our 
venues are a recurring but unavoidable annual expense.

Major expenditure in 2020 consisted of:

1. The largest expense incurred during 2020 was the work on the 
conversion of our stock ponds at Brough. They had become unfit for 
purpose and something of an eyesore, and converting them into a single 
angling pond has ended up being far more pleasant on the eye and 
providing more fishing ‘real estate’ for members.

Despite the rules and regulations in place at the time, the work was 
allowed to be undertaken and completed during the early lockdown period 
by closely following government guidelines, thus eliminating disturbance to 
members. Apart from the considerable excavations using two machines, a 
substantial new concrete post-and-wooden rail fence was also erected along 
the full length of the western bank of the pond for safety considerations.

This work did incur a significant cost, but the Association believe that 
this new creation will prove to be money well spent in the long term. 

2. During 2020 several thousand pounds worth of stock fish were 
sourced, purchased and distributed into a number of our venues.

3. At our new Stamford Bridge fishery contractors were brought in to 
build several angling platforms, in order to make it a lot more user friendly 
and safe. An initial inspection had identified the potentially dangerous 
nature of the banks and the rough, hand-dug bankside swims, especially 
in wet weather. This necessary work came in at quite a considerable cost; 
however, we were able to source some funding from the Environment 
Agency in order to help considerably reduce this financial commitment.

4. Our coaching events have once again gone from strength-to-strength 
and have recently received national and local recognition which, in my 
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A 26lb ghostie caught 
from Hawk Pond in 
2020 for Mike Jubb

humble opinion, can only be excellent news for the reputation and image of 
our Association. 

The opportunities, which the Association and coaches provide, do 
come at substantial cost – however, quite remarkably, this cost is almost 
completely offset by the many grants which Derek has been able to source 
year in, year out. 

In keeping with our normal procedures, a number of work parties were 
carried out during the winter months. Obviously, there are sizeable cost 
implication involved in the purchase of the raw materials for this type of 
work. I think it’s fair to say that having to spend hefty amounts of money in 
this way is something which the Association could well do without, but we 
believe this to be a necessary evil, and are convinced that maintaining our 
assets is money well spent.

Once again, I feel that I must make a point of publicly thanking 
Derek Pye, Marney McGowan, and the many work party warriors who 
willingly offer their blood, sweat and tears, week after week, come rain or 
shine, throughout the winter months. Without their efforts the labour cost 
associated with bringing contractors in to carry out this massive amount of 
work would undoubtedly have doubled, possibly trebled, the final cost. To 
those of you who took part, our healthier bank balance salutes each and 
every one of you. For those of you considering helping out – please do!

I’d like to finish by saying that the Association has again managed 
to maintain a healthy bank balance, ensuring our long-term future whilst 
leaving us enough in 
reserve to purchase 
a fishery should one                                         
become available. 
I’m sure new projects 
will come up in the 
months ahead as the 
Association seeks to 
blossom even further.

To our many 
members existing and 
new, I wish you good 
luck in realising your 
angling ambitions, 
whatever they may be.
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Youth Development Report - Derek Pye

Our 6th year coaching programme last winter began with the monthly 
Predator Academy days at Brough. Young people from all areas of Hull 
and East Riding attended, to get outdoors and stays engaged with angling 
through the colder months – and hopefully catch a pike. Though no great 
numbers of pike are landed on these events, the kids do get a chance 
to learn new skills and techniques, meet other youngsters from different 
backgrounds and tap into the wealth of pike fishing knowledge available 
from members of the Pike Anglers Club of Great Britain. 

Unfortunately, the Covid pandemic meant we couldn’t deliver our usual 
Taster Sessions around Easter and resulted in the cancellation of After-
School sessions during May and June. However, our determined coaching 
team managed to deliver sessions at three venues throughout the six weeks 
summer holidays. From the start, as many as 56 young anglers arrived each 
Tuesday at Willows Pond, 40-plus at Oak Road Pond on Wednesdays, and 
at Brough, each Thursday, up to 60 youngsters and their families could 
be found fishing the various ponds on the complex. In total, 356 different 
young people turned up to give angling a go! 

A larger than ever proportion of those attending sessions were girls 
and women – many 
had probably never 
considered angling 
(or maybe just as 
likely, had never felt 
welcome to try the 
sport). Through our 
free to access ‘open to 
all’ events, H&DAA 
is committed to 
breaking down these 
nonsensical male-only 
barriers and ensuring 
that everyone with an 
interest in angling has 
free and easy access 
to our sport. To this 
end we have created 
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an H&DAA women’s fishing group, run by women for women, dedicated 
to organising female-only fish-ins and teach-ins. Hopefully, this will build a 
network of female anglers offering mutual support and developing angling 
friendships that most male anglers take for granted. It is no mystery that 
the numbers of girls attending our coaching events have grown significantly 
since we recruited four young female coaches. These pioneering young 
women represent positive role models to every girl arriving at an event and 
offer a practical demonstration of our ethos that angling is for everyone.

Unfortunately, Covid issues meant we could only deliver one of our 
Carp School events, yet, five years after we began these 24-hour residential 
events, numbers attending continue to grow and we could easily hold these 
sessions every weekend and fill them. The volunteers who staff our Carp 
Schools exemplify the wonderful camaraderie of the Association’s coaching 
team. They really do their utmost to ensure every young person stays safe 
and goes home having had a great time and, more often than not, landed 
the biggest fish of their young lives. 

Without highly-motivated, committed volunteers it would be impossible 
to deliver even a basic programme, never mind the wide-ranging, multi-
discipline programme that H&DAA offers each year. We are truly blessed 
with perhaps the finest team of coaches in the country, ranging in age 
from 14 to 74, male and female, life-long anglers and relative newcomers 
to the sport. They all share a passion to give every kid a positive angling 
experience. Whether these youngsters fish just occasionally, or attend every 
week, are naturally gifted anglers or don’t know one end of the rod from the 
other, angling is how we engage with these young people yet our priority is 
to make it one of enjoyment.  
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Great credit and appreciation must go to the funding organisations that 
continue to support our efforts to get young people outdoors, experiencing 
the joys of angling and wildlife. Thanks to Matt Wright, and the team who 
represent the Police and the Crime Commissioner, Stan Brown and all 
involved with the YOR4Good fund, Pete Henery and John Ellis at the 
Canal and Rivers Trust, the lovely people at the Rank Foundation and 
Sport England. Thanks to Dean Davis and his team at Hull City Council 
– their efforts on behalf of the Hull’s young people deserve to be more 
widely acknowledged. All these organisations have provided financial and 
moral support for the programme. Thanks also to youth and community 
development workers: Tina Robinson, Micaela Jewitt and Karen Keller, and 
the teams at our partner organisations in delivering the Healthy Holidays 
initiative: St. Michael’s YP, Route One YP and Max Life – in particular Jo 
Lorenz, Matt Rogers, Kayleigh Jackson and Linda Loft. 

In each of the last six years, we have seen attendances grow as the 
programme expanded and developed way beyond the scope of getting a 
few kids to fish. Today, H&DAA and our sport are at the heart of youth 
work across the city of Hull and East Yorkshire. No longer is angling seen as 
a hobby for slightly eccentric middle-aged men, long gone are the misplaced 
slurs describing angling as a blood sport. Today, angling is recognised as a 
true sport for all, a force for good in the community, open to everyone but 
particularly useful as a positive activity for young people – offering them 
a glimpse of a better life, reducing anti-social behaviour, building life-long 
friendships, calming those beset with anxiety and the stress of mental illness. 

Finally, thanks to everyone who sits on our committee. When we 
began this initiative to get more kids into fishing, there was the occasional 
naysayer, but not these days. Everyone is in support of our efforts to engage 
a new generation of anglers and ensure that an organisation that began way 
back in the 1890s, can continue to exist way beyond our lifetimes.
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Here are the thoughts of two members of this new group:

Over the years as a woman angler, there have been few opportunities to 
showcase the skills I and other female anglers have. Organised groups and 
events were just not available. My own angling history goes back over 30 
years, mainly fishing in the north-east (Teesside). I’ve caught carp to over 
20lb, but often felt isolated, unwelcome, or, just as bad, being patronised 
when fishing alongside men. However, fast-forward to 2020 and H&DAA 
have given us a platform and support to build a proper women’s group. 
It has opened up its waters to us and welcomed female anglers of all ages 
and abilities to be able to meet and fish in safety. I’ve never known a 
club to offer anything like this and want to thank you all. We began back 
in May with a pilot event – a ‘Ladies Fishing Social’ held on Grebe Pool 
arranged by Derek Pye and sponsored by Nutrabaits. We had a great turn 
out; everyone caught fish, shared stories and experiences and developed 
friendships. Derek gave us a talk explaining his vision that he hoped we 
would have the confidence to take on the running of the group, arrange 
socials and teach-ins, and encourage more and more women to try angling. 
We are determined to rise to the challenge. The ‘ladies are certainly doing it 
for ourselves’ – we’ve had a couple more social weekends and the numbers 
joining our group and Facebook page grow each week. For me to be a part 
of such a project is a dream come true – sharing experiences, encouraging 
each other and learning together is a real pleasure. Sharing time on the 
bank with good friends, planning trips, discussing new skills and techniques 
and celebrating each others achievements has given a new purpose to my 
fishing. A massive thank you to H&DAA, Derek and all involved. I salute 
you all. 

Dee Haley

H&DAA and its lakes, events and achievements are full of opportunities 
for me, and the new Women’s Fishing Group offers me the chance to fish 
alongside other female anglers learning new skills, making friends and 
sharing the fun of fishing. I got into fishing in the summer of 2016, aged 10, 
by attending H&DAA’s weekly coaching sessions. I was clueless to all of it 
and had never previously held a rod or caught a fish. This year I successfully 
achieved my new pb with a lovely dark 20lb carp on one of the Women’s 

H&daa Women’s Fishing Group
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Fishing Group events on Grebe Pool.  This was also my first year of being 
a coach on the weekly sessions in the summer, earning a little money for 
doing the thing I love most. I then managed to win the Kev Green Award 
for Young Angler of the Year, and to top it off I was accepted as a member 
of the Nutrabaits Junior Team because of my results on H&DAA waters. 
Massive thanks to Derek Pye and the volunteers for all of the fishing events 
and opportunities!

Elle Beetham

Each year the Association presents this award in memory of Kev Green, 
angling journalist and magazine editor. Kev worked tirelessly to encourage 
newcomers and appreciated the many benefits angling offers young people. 
Very sadly, Kev died at the tragically young age of 40 and this award seeks 
in a small way to honour his memory and pursue his legacy.

Among the many hundreds of young people who have attended 
our coaching sessions over the last six years, a few individuals stand out, 
whether for their personality, angling ability, or sheer enthusiasm. The 
earliest we can trace Elle Beetham attending an event was in summer 2016 
when she arrived having never held a rod or caught a fish. In the relatively 
short time since then, she has become an adept angler capable of catching 
on the float, and has represented H&DAA in the C&RT Junior Canal 
National Championships. She has also become a very successful catcher of 
carp, this year landing her first 20lb fish, and, at just age 14, she has also 
become an Association coach passing on her skills to other young people.

It has been a great pleasure for the whole coaching team to see Elle 
develop not just as an angler, but as a fine person who continues our ethos 
of putting something back in the sport. So congratulations Elle Beetham on 
such a well-deserved award.

Many thanks as always to good friend of the Association, Brian Skoyles, 
for taking the time to present the award at our first Women’s Fishing Group 
event in the summer. Brian also presented Elle with a signed copy of Kev’s 
book and took time to explain the origins of the award, who Kev Green 
was, and share his passion for getting young people into angling. Thanks 
also to Paddy Ashton at Hull Angling Centre and Richard Hughes of 
Nutrabaits for their assistance with Elle’s prizes.

Kevin Green Award for the 
Young Angler of the Year
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Elle Beetham with her well-deserved Kevin Green Young Angler of the Year 
Award – a role model for the many youngsters that attend H&DAA sessions

More and more young ladies are becoming involved in fishing experiences
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H&daa Match Squad Report - Paul Caygill

2020, at the time of writing this annual report, is truly an annus horribilis 
for all sorts reasons. Many of the H&DAA squad did not experience the 
greatest of winters for fishing. The 1999/2020 winter’s rivers, canals and 
drains, where our squad members typically ply their trade, were very much 
out of sorts. The wettest winter on record saw many matches cancelled 
due to flooding, and even when levels returned to manageable heights, the 
heavily-coloured water meant many matches where ‘bream or bust’.  Just 
when normal services were resuming, we went into lockdown. You kind 
of feel for the lads in our area who ended up winning winter leagues that 
were cut short by the pandemic, as they never got their much-deserved 
congratulations in the pub after the last rounds.   

With much beloved spring-time trips to the Emerald Isle for the various 
festivals no longer on the agenda due to the pandemic, and a suspension on 
all angling activity, followed by the various uncertainties about what could 
and couldn’t be done in terms of organised competitions, it is fair to say 
quite a few of the squad lost there fishing ‘mojo’ – ironically at a time when 
angling as a whole was undergoing an unprecedented rise in popularity. 

Due to the various restrictions and complications the difficult decision 
was taken not to run the President’s Cup on the late May Bank Holiday. 
This had been planned to be hosted across the ponds on the Brough 

The 2020 John Jackson Cup match, fished on Hawk Pond, 
and won by Mike Benson with 20lb 1oz whilst pole fishing
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Complex, as it had been done for several years. With our new ways of 
working and control measures in place, if things remain similar to how they 
are now then we should be hosting the match in May 2021. Keep an eye on 
the H&DAA social media account for more details this coming spring if you 
fancy a shot at winning this much coveted trophy.    

Each year the main objective of the Association match squad is to 
try and win the Happy League, which features not only the top Yorkshire 
match squads but increasingly teams from Lincolnshire and even Preston. 
This year the League was contested by 13 teams of eight anglers, making it 
one of the largest summer leagues in the country. Yet it is tiny in comparison 
to yesteryear, when the likes of 4387 anglers lined up in 1907 to fish for 
the Bolton Canal Shield! A 100 peg plus match, in an era when typical 
attendances range from 10 to 30, still has a special feel to it, and to do well 
is a huge achievement, given the quality of anglers competing. 

The reason for the leagues continuing and increasing in popularity 
is down to some anglers returning to their ‘natural venue’ roots, having 
become disillusioned with the ‘commercial fishery’ match scene. The sheer 
quality of fishing on offer, particularly on the Aire and Calder Canal, is also 
a great draw. Even the worse areas of the various match stretches still offer 
the angler an engaging and reasonable day’s fishing, even if they don’t 
stand a chance of framing or getting good section points for the team.  

Despite all this, it is however, fair to say with social distancing measures, 

The Aire & Calder Canal
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that peg draws were undertaken by organisers in car parks rather than social 
clubs with breakfast facilities. The lack of opportunity for socialising, sharing 
hints and general ‘micky taking’ made for a less inspiring atmosphere in 
2020. 

With our second-place last year in the blue ribbon event, the Angling 
Trust Division One National, behind Drennan Barnsley Blacks (who 
basically fielded the England Float Fishing Team on the day), it was always 
going to be difficult to maintain the same level of consistency. And the 
shortened Happy League (nine rounds) became more of a development 
year – Beverley’s Shaun Leskiewicz joined the squad full time and spent 
the summer learning the intricacies of both the Aire and Calder and New 
Junction Canals. John 
Laycock also fished every 
round having previously 
flitted in and out of the squad, 
and was rewarded with some 
excellent results individually. 

I won’t go through each 
round of the league in detail, 
given how consistently poor 
we drew as a team. There 
wasn’t too many occasions 
when we performed well. 
Instead, the following is more 
of a ‘best of’ summary, with 
some hints and tips the squad 
picked up along the way. 
Members can hopefully apply 
these to get more out of their 
own fishing, especially on the 
Aire and Calder Canal, which 
all H&DAA members can fish 
from Great Heck down to 
Goole Docks. 

The League started on 
the 14th June on the Aire 
and Calder Canal. The Canal 
fished reasonable well with 30 

A 13lb 7oz catch of roach for Stuart Hurst 
from the prolific Aire & Calder Canal
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of the 108 anglers weighing in more than 10lb. The winning weights on this 
Canal are now always going to be made up of bream and big skimmers in 
the summer months. These early matches, till late July at the very earliest, 
are all small skimmers, hybrids, silver bream (pommies) and perch affairs. 
You might catch some post-spawned roach whilst pleasure fishing, however 
in matches they are generally absent in the catches.  

Groundbait feeder fishing is the main winning method, and it is always 
worth spending the first 45 minutes of the match (or on a pleasure session) 
trying to catch some early bream and big skimmers (10oz to 2lb). Even if 
you don’t catch to start with, having a small bed of groundbait laid on the 
Canal bed, across on the far bank, can attract a patrolling shoal of bream. 

Open end or cage feeders (30 to 40grams in weight), containing a soft 
bream groundbait with some finely-chopped worms, casters, and dead red 
maggots is the best opening gambit – with various cocktails of the above on 
the hook. Three dead red maggots is a good starting pointing. Casting about 
¾ away across the Canal, to a far bank marker, is a good way of feeling 
yourself into the session, and building up the swim. A bream on the first cast 
is bad news though, as the commotion will spook the others. In a pleasure 
session it often pays to make half a dozen casts with a baited feeder before 

The sort of excellent catch of big 
bream the Aire & Calder is quite 
capable of producing if you get 
your tactics right on the day
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attaching a hooklength. 
Obviously, the matches are pole dominated, and at this time of the year 

most anglers will feed the same groundbait mix on a long pole line (from 
13m to 16m out), containing a light assortment of freebies for the skimmers 
to graze over. With this in mind it is a good idea to fish with a few inches of 
hooklength on the bed of the Canal, and use a float of between 1g and 2g 
to hold the rig in position as the Canal tows, which happens when the locks 
open. 

If you don’t own a pole, or struggle to fish one at long length, then don’t 
worry. In a pleasure session with less bankside disturbance and angling 
pressure, the same fish can be caught between 9m and 11m from the bank. 
Those who don’t use a pole or if it is too windy (a frequent problem on the 
Humberhead Levels), fishing a lighter feeder set up at this distance can yield 
similar results. This also allows you to rest the main bream swim further out 
across the Canal. 

In those areas devoid of bream and big skimmers, fishing is then 
concentrated at shorter pole lengths. In the narrower sections which are 
typically deeper immediately off the bankside pilings, you can catch an 
assortment of different species from 5m to 7m out. Ideally, you want to find 
around six to eight feet of water at this range, and plumb up carefully to 
find a nice flat or gently sloping area, on which to present three to five small 
balls of groundbait, with a few pinkies and the odd caster contained in it. A 
flat area of canal bed is important, as fishing on a steep slope is tricky, and 
groundbait and loose feed can roll away – or are more likely to be washed 
away with passing barges. 

At popular access points along the Canal, such as at Sugar Mill Wharf 
through to Rawcliffe Bridge, the fishing close to the bank can be so good 
that even kids and novice anglers can have a few decent hours by fishing 
a simple 5m long whip, and a rig of around 0.6 to 0.8 grams with a size 18 
hook made up on a fairly fine line. Rigs want to be no more complicated 
than a bulk of shot or olivette 18 inch from the hook with four number 10 
drop shot spread out evenly underneath the bulk. 

Using similar tactics to those described, Dave Brooks Jnr, John 
Laycock, Phil Hirst, David Pulford and Tim Goldby all amassed nets 
over 10b in weight on this opening round. However, poor results in other 
sections saw the team slip to 4th place on the day. Similar tactics were 
the order of the day for the second round which was fished on the same 
sections as the previous week. This match was won by Ben Davies, of Tri 
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Cast Calder A, who 
amassed a bream net 
totalling 44lb – an 
impressive net, but one 
that falls a long way 
short of the official 
Canal match record of 
115lb, caught by Keith 
Marshall at Great Heck 
last year. This was just 
one of several 100lb-
plus bream weights in 
recent years. 

The third and 
fourth rounds were 
on the New Junction 
Canal. The quality of 
fishing was reasonable 
in the first match, with an average weight per angler of 5½lb, which on 
paper is still reasonable enough. However, with just a smattering of bream, 
it was lean pickings for some. The New Junction, despite been connected 
to the Aire and Calder Canal, is a totally different beast! On the Aire and 
Calder you can ‘attack’ the peg and concentrate the fish into a few swims 
or areas of your peg, allowing the use of positive bulked-down rigs to catch 
quickly. The ‘Junky’ conversely requires a more careful approach and one 
that often requires the use of squats and delicately shotted strung-out rigs. 
This allows you to catch fish at all depths as they feed on the loose-fed 
squats. The fish can never be caught with any consistency. You can catch 
one a cast for 10 minutes before they typically shut up shop for the next half 
hour. Then they have another feeding flurry. The New Junction is a bizarre 
venue and one where the only guarantee is a pound of small ‘wasp’ perch 
that seem to live around the rushes adorning each peg. The New Junction 
Canal was in a dour mood this summer, though this comes as no surprise 
given the serious prolonged flooding in the area, with village like Fishlake 
under water for weeks. 

Hull’s David Pulford was our only section winner on the first match 
with a weight of 9lb. The second visit to the Canal on the 2nd July yielded 
no section winners for the team, and this resulted in the team finishing well 

It doesn’t take long to put together a big weight 
in the Aire & Calder with bream of this size
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off the pace. Despite returning to happier hunting grounds on the Aire and 
Calder, the team again struggled on round 5, held in mid July. Round 6 saw 
a better performance from the team in the form of Dave Brooks Jnr winning 
his section at Goole Docks and Steve Williamson also getting full points 
from an average peg in the Rawcliffe Narrows section, along with some 
good solid performances from other members too.  

Round seven was back on the New Junction Canal which was a very 
dour affair weight-wise, and was probably one of the least productive 
league matches in recent years, with many anglers failing to break the 1k 
mark (2.2lb). Hull’s only outstanding performance was John Laycock who 
managed a second in section with 5lb by using all his renowned perch 
scratching skills! 

The first match back after a break in the league was on the 23rd 
August. With the roach now feeding confident along the Aire and Calder 
Canal the average weight per angler was nearly 8lb. Dave Brooks Jnr won 
his section with nearly 
20lb at Goole, and John 
Laycock again put his 
perch winkling skills to 
the test at a nondescript 
peg in the middle of 
the Beevers Bridge 
section. Late summer 
is a truly magical time 
on the Aire and Calder 
as the roach fishing is 
exceptional. Hemp and 
tare fishing can result in 
lots of sizeable roach, 
particularly towards the 
latter end of the match. 
With fish averaging 8oz to 
1¼lb coming most casts 
it doesn’t take long to add 
an additional 3lb to 6lb to 
your catch in the last hour 
of the match. 

Again there is no 
Late summer roach fishing on the Aire & Calder, 
using hemp and tares, can be exceptional
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need to fish far out with hemp. Ideally, if you can loose feed by hand, 
it ultimately means you are more inclined to keep feeding that area of 
your swim whilst targeting other species with the longer pole or feeder. In 
competitions this trickle of a dozen grains of hemp going through the water 
column every few minutes is key to weaning the roach onto this bait. On 
pleasure session some members have reported that it is possible to catch 
straight away on hemp as well as tare, especially in popular areas along the 
Canal. In recent summers pleasure anglers have reported catches of fin-
perfect roach in excess of 50lb on seed baits.  

Rigs for hemp fishing need to be a little more delicate than those made 
up for fishing over groundbait. Slim pole floats taking 0.4g to 0.6g are the 
order of day. These need to be made up on fine line (0.09mm to 0.12mm 
diameter line (2lb to 3lb b/s) and small shot or stotz in 10s and 11s, evenly 
spread ‘shirt-button’ style over the bottom half of the rig. Hooking hemp 
onto a wide gape hook in a size 16 is an art form, and there are several 
ways of doing it. For anyone struggling to do it there is lots of information 
on YouTube. 

After the nine rounds of the Happy League, the H&DAA team ended 
up finishing third overall, a creditable place given how unkind the draw bag 
had been to us. Team Daiwa Dons ended up winning the league with 678 
points, toppling the previous champions, Browning Ossett, who finished up 
with 652 points. In terms of individuals, Hull’s Dave Brooks Jnr. finished 
fourth and John Laycock achieved a ninth place – scoring only three points 
on Round 6 which cost him a much higher placing. 

The quality of angling available on the Aire and Calder Canal is simply 
outstanding. At present it is probably the best canal fishery in the country, 
and available to you all with H&DAA being members of the Boothferry 
Aire and Calder Joint Canal Committee. The popularity of the Canal for 
club and open matches is ever increasing, so we advice members to check 
the website bacjcccanalfishing.co.uk to see which stretches and pegs are 
booked when planning a trip. Even if there is a few matches booked, don’t 
fear, as the canal between Heck and Goole is a huge stretch of water.

For those of you who are specimen hunters there are specimen-size fish 
of many species, particularly perch and chub (with some big pike and an 
odd carp). The ultra-light lure anglers amongst you can also have a brilliant 
day drop-shotting and jigging for perch of all sizes. Given the venue’s 
nationally acclaimed reputation, the amount of information on the likes of 
YouTube is second to none!
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I was born and brought up in Norfolk, my playground 
was the Norfolk Broads and fishing was in my blood. 
I qualified as a teacher in 1970 and got my first full 
time teaching post in Willerby, East Yorkshire. It was 
something of a culture shock – a ‘Norfolk Dumpling’ 
in the land of the ‘Yorkshire Pudding’.

I had no idea of the fishing potential of the 
East Yorkshire area. From having hundreds of 
acres of broads and miles of rivers, I was back to 
square one. Asking around I was given the name 
of a local tackle shop, Ledgers, on Anlaby Road, 
and my first visit resulted in me buying a Hull and 
District Anglers’ Association Book, and I’ve been a 
member ever since.

As an angler more interested in the specimen side of angling the Hull 
and District book gave me some great options. The River Hull for pike and 
roach, and the Brandesburton chain of ponds for carp – a new species 
for me. Ponds 1, 3&4 and Stamps were part of my carp fishing learning 
curve and all was 
good, until the price 
of gravel went up 
and the ponds were 
lost, as the pumps 
and diggers moved 
in. Along with 
friends Pete Fidling 
and Clive Gibbins 
we moved onto 
Thompsons, a water 
we all loved, but 
the diggers followed 
us and eventually 
that too was lost as 
well. I remember 
well the walks round 
empty ponds, the 

A Memorable Journey - Brian Skoyles

1982 and netting a drained down Brandesburton No 1 
Pond and rescuing the fish, before the diggers moved in
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hundreds of seagulls 
feasting on the swan 
mussels stranded in the 
mud, and marvelling 
at features unfound 
with a marker float. 
Along with many other 
members I even helped 
at a couple of the 
netting sessions, not 
that I was of much use. 
In truth the future of 
the Association did not 
look good at that point. 

The fish from the Brandesburton chain were moved on to other Hull 
waters, mainly Tilery and Motorway. Tilery I loved, despite the mud, the 
broken tiles and the constant noise from huge clay moving lorries. It was 
carp angling of a different kind, a wild, unknown water, with unknown 
potential – great times. I wasn’t involved in how the decision was made but 
lessons had been learned with the reworking of the Brandesburton ponds. 
Motorway was a change of direction, the Association was buying the water, 
not leasing. A brave management decision, but as a member, it gave us all a 
whole new impetus to supporting the Association. Regular working parties, 
winching out trees, gravelling paths, strimming hedges and digging pegs, 
were well attended and actually good fun in a cream crackered sort of way – 
Motorway Pond was transformed.

This policy of buying and 
transforming waters cannot be 
better illustrated than looking 
at the Brough complex. From 
one huge windswept water, 
the Association now has 
a complex to be proud of. 

A Tilery mud fest for Brian and Clive Gibbins – 1984. 
Tilery has always sorted the men from the boys

“We moved onto Thompsons, 
a water we all loved, but 
the diggers followed us and 
eventually that too was lost”
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From top specimen carping on Osprey, to family-friendly whip fishing for 
beginners; there is something for everyone.

It the days of doom and gloom, as pond after pond was lost to gravel 
extraction, it would have been very easy for the Association to lose its way, 
but it hasn’t happened and just reading though the year book illustrates 
what a top club Hull and District AA now is. 

The Brandesburton ponds are once again top class fisheries, well 
landscaped and predator protected. The Brough complex has to be the 
jewel in the crown, with great potential – the result of well-planned fishery 
management and an ongoing stocking policy. It regularly hosts well 
organised and well-attended coaching events, something the Association 
can be very proud of.          

I think it can be very easy to take for granted how much hard work 
goes into making a success of running a club the size and complexity of Hull 
and District AA, so when I was asked to make a contribution to this year’s 
Information Book I thought now is my chance to say thank you. From that 
first membership book in 1970 to this one in 2021, its been an amazing 
journey. Thank you to all those that have helped make it so memorable.

Reinforcing the newly created bank in 
Osprey with brushwood faggots in 2004

Our first stocking of tench into 
Brough, from Rise Park, in 2004
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Wildlife Officer’s Report - Col Ramshaw

As I write this winter is on its way. What will it bring for us – snow? Who 
knows but I got it wrong last year. I thought I could see signs of a spell of 
bad weather, but it didn’t come about. So that was egg on my face when 
it turned out to be the fifth mildest winter on record – that’s since 1884. 
Saying that it was a very wet winter, with February being particularly bad, 
with three named storms. This played havoc with the plants I had put in for 
the pollinators and butterflies. The storms left a lot of our sites flooded so I 
will have to try again in the coming months for next year’s spring time.

Another major problem I have encountered is with Norfolk reeds 
(Phragmites) which proliferate around the margins of a number of our 
fisheries (Brough, Brickyard, Motorway, etc). Their vigorous root system 
soon encroaches into any area that you clear in order to try and propagate 
other species. However, Norfolk reed beds do provide a welcome habitat 
for a number of bird species. ‘Booming’ bitterns can often be heard and 
occasional seen at Brickyard Pond, and they are known to nest around 
Tilery Lake. Similarly, bitterns can sometimes be heard at Brough, as they 
use the reedbeds on the adjacent airfield for breeding. The uncommon 
bearded tit has also been seen amongst the reed beds on the ponds at 
Brough, along with regular reed buntings and reed warblers.

As the season progressed several members asked me what were the 
small brown birds, flitting up and down the reed beds. So I set out to see 
for myself and, sure enough, with a bit of patience, it wasn’t long before I 
spotted two adults and two young bearded tits amongst the reeds on Osprey 
and Hawk. Another reed inhabitant, sometimes seen at Brough, is the 
Cetti’s warbler. It is hard to spot but can more easily be heard because of 
its loud call. The marsh harrier is also a frequent visitor around our Brough 
Complex and the surrounding area.

Don’t forget our bird feeding/viewing point for a closer look at some of 
the birds that frequent the Brough site. It’s located at the main site entrance 
end of Grebe Pond. It has a little hide that you can go in to get a closer look 
at our regular feeders, such as all the various tits, along with reed buntings 
and woodpeckers. Also keep an eye out for one of the kingfishers that visit 
the site. One of the best spotting places to see them is along the unfished 
bank at Grebe. I’ve planted some buddlia and a few trees recently, but 
would also like to encourage some owls, so my next job is to see if I can get 
an owl box or two sorted out.
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Derek Pye - 07811 897033 or Marney McGowan 07593 9227009
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The Association will award prizes for specimen fish caught in their fisheries. 
A yearly first prize in the adult section will be £250 cash, with a membership 
permit for the following year awarded for the second best fish. The yearly 
top prize in the junior section will be a tackle voucher worth £50, with a 
membership permit for the second best fish. There will also be £25 tackle 
vouchers awarded every month for the best fish caught by a junior member.
All species of fish that are present in Association waters will qualify and 
judging will take place at Association meetings. That decision will be final. All 
factors surrounding the entries will be taken into consideration, including the 
size of the fish, the fishery where the capture was made, etc., so include as 
many details as possible. Deadline for yearly entries will be 30/9/2021. 
A photograph of the fish and the name and address of an independent 
witness who saw the fish being weighed must also be included with all 
entries. In the case of a juvenile entry the witness must be an adult. There is 
no limit to the number of entries each person may make. See next page for 
the list of the largest specimen fish caught in Association fisheries.

Specimen Fish Competition

2020 Specimen Fish Competition winners

ADULT WINNER:  Andrew Smith    
 40lb 5oz carp Osprey Lake

1st RUNNER-UP:  Phil Fisher
 25lb 6oz carp No 3 & 4 Pond  

JUVENILE WINNER: Oliver Woollock
 22lb 3oz carp No 2 Pond

1st RUNNER-UP:  Ellie May Dale
 4lb tench  Motorway Pond
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ADULT WINNER:  Andrew Smith    
 40lb 5oz carp Osprey Lake

1st RUNNER-UP:  Phil Fisher
 25lb 6oz carp No 3 & 4 Pond  

JUVENILE WINNER: Oliver Woollock
 22lb 3oz carp No 2 Pond

1st RUNNER-UP:  Ellie May Dale
 4lb tench  Motorway Pond

The Association maintains a list of the largest fish of different species caught from Association 
waters. If you have caught a larger fish the Association would like to know about it. Please email 
kevin@carptalk-online.co.uk. The Association would also like a photograph of the fish for possible 
inclusion in a future information book or on its website.

Barbel 14lb Barry DesForges Carlton on Trent 2005
Bream 13lb 8oz Steve Turner  Tilery Lake 2009
Brown Trout 5lb 2oz Ian Buss River Hull 2014
Carp 43lb 8oz Richard Turner Motorway Pond 2002
Catfish 27lb 8oz Cameron Meakes Motorway Pond 2018
Chub 5lb 6oz Colin Hebb River Hull 2020 
Crucian 2lb 10oz Dave Tipping Motorway Pond
Dace  qualifying weight open
Eel 5lb 9oz Callum Stones Brandesburton 2017
Grayling 1lb 10oz Simon Kitcher River Hull 2014
Ide 6lb 10oz Colin Hebb River Hull 2017
Perch 3lb 10oz Alan Reveley No. 2 Pond 2000
Pike 30lb 4oz Jack Miller Brandesburton 2017
Rainbow Trout 6lb 8oz James Walsh Driffield Canal 2006
Roach 3lb 4oz Frank Thornton Tilery Lake 1994
Rudd 2lb 3oz Colin Ramshaw 3 & 4 Pond 2010
Sea Trout 16lb 4oz W. Burnham Barmston sea end 1962
Sturgeon 26lb Bill Brame Motorway Pond 2004
Tench 10lb 3oz John Jackson Hawk Pond 2014

Hull & District AA Specimen Fish List

Adult runner-up Phil Fisher
Juvenile winner Oliver Woollock 

with a 22lb 3oz carp from No 2 
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Annual General Meeting
The 2021 Annual General Meeting of the Hull & District Anglers’ 
Association will be held on Monday, 11th October at the Willows 
Club, Holderness Road, Hull, HU8 9AN. The meeting will begin 
at 8pm.
 All members of the Association are entitled to attend and 
vote on any issues raised. 
 Members wishing to vote may be asked to produce their 
current Membership Permit. Propositions for rule changes must 
be received in writing by the 13th September 2021 meeting 
at the latest. These can be posted to the Secretary at PO Box 
188, Hull, HU9 1AN, or may be handed in at any delegates 
meeting (see page 6 for details).

DO NOT LEAVE LITTER

Environment Agency Incident Hotline
In the event of pollution to water or land, illegal fishing, 

dead fish or fish in distress, please immediately ring this 
24-hour manned telephone, explain the issue and ask 

the person to provide a case number:
0800 80 70 60

Useful Telephone numbers
Hull & District AA Head Bailiff: 07463 806653
Angling Times: 01733 395111
Angling Trust: 0343 5077 066    
British Record Fish Claims: 0343 5077 066
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Everyone knows what excellent value H&DAA membership represents, but 
the Association is constantly striving to come up with new ways in which to 
extend the benefits of membership.
 We have teamed up with shops, companies, suppliers, etc. to offer 
discounts to our members on production of a valid membership 
card. Please take advantage of their generosity; we all spend considerable 
amounts each year on equipment, bait, etc. It wouldn’t take a huge outlay 
before members had saved enough to cover next year’s membership fees!
Below are details of what the first group of businesses are offering:

Current Fishing Discounts

* Hull Angling Centre, Holderness Road, Hull (Telephone 01482 
374201). 10% off purchases (excluding maggots).

* Westlands Angling, Catwick, Nr Hull (Telephone 01964 
541192). 10% off purchases over £20.

Non-Fishing Discounts

* Henry Hird Jewellers, Hessle Road, Hull (Telephone 01482 
324640). 12.5% off purchases.

 
* Window Doctor, 10% off for members. Steptoes Yard, 330 

Southcoates Lane, Hull HU9 3TN. Call 01482 781000  or visit 
their website www.windowdoctor-hull.co.uk

NB: These discounts are from RRPs; further discounts may be available on 
selected items.
 If anyone reading this has links to any firm or shop that may wish to participate, 
please let us know via one of the Association’s contact numbers or email the details 
to dekp@dekp.karoo.co.uk
 It doesn’t have to be fishing related, any preferential deals that help our 
members are very welcome. 

Members’ discount scheme
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12.5% OFF purchases & repairs on 
production of H&DAA membership card

HENRY 
HIRD
JEWELLERS

270 Hessle Road
Hull
HU3 3EA
telephone: 01482 324640
website: www.henryhirdltd.co.uk
email: pwei@pwei.karoo.co.uk

Established 1852
If you are looking to buy gold jewellery or to have jewellery 
repaired we are the right company for you. Here at Henry 
Hird Ltd we are dedicated to finding you the best solutions 
whatever it is that you are looking for.  We offer a vast range 
of jewellery and watches today at outstanding prices. In 
addition to this we offer watch straps, engraving and watch 
battery replacements. Because of our experience and fair 
prices, we have an excellent reputation within the city of Hull. 

Visit us today and find out why.
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For administrative purposes only we hold your details on 
our computer database. We do not use them for any other 
purpose nor do we supply those details to third parties.
This allows us to contact you with our newsletters, annual 
membership renewal or any other relevant matters. It is 
important that our records are correct. Therefore, if your 
details alter in any way, for example if your address or email 
changes, please complete the card affixed to the back cover 
of this booklet and return it to us as soon as possible.

THE 4-DIGIT CODE FOR THE COMBINATION LOCK 
WHICH GIVES ACCESS TO SOME OF OUR FISHERIES 

IS PRINTED ON YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD

N.B. YOU MAY COME ACROSS THIS TYPE OF LOCKS 
ON SOME OF OUR FISHERIES

 
TO OPEN:
• SELECT CODE
• PRESS SHACKLE INTO BODY
• LOCK IS OPEN

TO LOCK:
• SCRAMBLE NUMBERS
• PUSH AND HOLD SHACKLE INTO LOCK
• LOCK IS SECURE
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IMPORTANT 
please
affix

stamp

please return to:

For administrative purposes only we hold your details on our 
computer database.
 This allows us to contact you with regards to your annual 
membership renewal or any other relevant matters.
 It is important that our records are correct. Therefore, if your 
detail alter in any way, for example if your address or telephone 
number changes, please complete this card by supplying all the 
details requested on the reverse. The completed card should be 
posted to us either as it is or in an envelope. 

DO NOT FORGET TO AFFIX A STAMP.
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Membership Registration 
CHANGE OF DETAILS

If any of your details (e.g. address/telephone no. etc.) have 
changed please supply the new details below in BLOCK 
CAPITALS and post the card to us.

Current Membership Number..................................................

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)......................Initial(s).........................

Forename....................................................................................

Surname......................................................................................

Address........................................................................................

......................................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Post code......................................................................................

Telephone no(s)...........................................................................

E-mail address............................................................................

Date of birth................................................................................

Signed.......................................................................................... 

Date..............................................................................................

 

 

I consent to my membership data being held on computer for the 
Association’s benefit only.

(A parent or guardian should sign for anyone under 16 years of age)


